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Denial, collusion and secret deals…
What the aviation industry hasn't told you.

Synopsis

Hookline

view trailer

Former British Airways pilot, Captain 
Tristan Loraine, exposes a long-
hidden design flaw in aircraft that 
allows toxic chemicals to contaminate 
the air we breathe in flight. 

Through secret documents, expert 
testimony, and shocking personal 
accounts, he uncovers the health 
risks facing both crew and 
passengers and asks why the 
aviation industry still refuses to 
monitor cabin air, despite decades 
of warnings.

https://vimeo.com/1111983943/d37915b407?share=copy


Why Now?

see how engine 
bleed air is used

ENGINE 
BLEED 

AIR

Like asbestos, smoking, thalidomide and many other scandals that big 
corporations have tried to cover up, Tristan Lorraine has tried to uncover 
and bring about change to make air travel safer for everyone.

Between 2010 and early 2025. The rate of toxic fume events has soared. 
In 2014,the Journal found about 12 fume events per million departures. 
By 2024, the rate had jumped to nearly 108.

Based on a review of more than one million FAA and NASA reports, 
thousands of pages of documents and research papers and more than 
100 interviews - aircraft manufacturers and airlines have played down 
health risks, successfully lobbied against safety measures, and made 
cost-saving changes that increase the risks to crew and passengers.

https://vimeo.com/1118731541/0b268bcf19?ts=0&share=copy


Director’s Vision
All film’s have a background story. I was 44 when my dream career as an 
airline pilot came to an end. I was a captain for one of the most prestigious 
airlines in the world, I had flown Concorde and yet what I thought was the 
safest industry in the world was not what it seemed. The air, I and the 
passengers were breathing on an aircraft was being contaminated with 
engine oil decomposition products and toxic organophosphates. 

I went from doing Ironman triathlons to being unable to run a mile in under 6 
months. I had brain fog, tingling in my hands and feet, nausea and countless 
chest infections. A dozen doctors told me that my adverse health effects 
were linked to my working environment.

My employer claimed there was no long term health effects on grounds of ill 
health after 20 years of exemplary service. On researching the issue, I 
discovered the industry knew all about the design flaw. Air accident 
investigation agencies found crews becoming impaired and incapacitated in 
flight due to toxic exposures and called for contaminated air warning systems 
to be fitted to aircraft - but the industry ignored them. 

Susan Michaelis became my wife in 2021 and a few weeks later was 
diagnosed with terminal lobular breast cancer that her doctors linked to her 
chemical exposures as a pilot.

Nearly twenty years ago, after being ill health retired, I retrained as a film 
maker at Raindance and the National Film and Television School to be able 
tell this vitally important story.



Podcast with the 
director by global travel 
consultant Simon Calder 
on contaminated air.

Press
“The effects are extraordinarily similar to 
those of a National Football League linebacker 
after a brutal hit. It’s impossible not to draw 
that conclusion.”

Robert Kaniecki
Consultant Neurologist  - Pittsburgh Steelers

https://shows.acast.com/green-list-travel-with-simon-calder-and-the-independent/episodes/august-25th-cabin-air-quality-whats-the-problem-and-the-solu
https://shows.acast.com/green-list-travel-with-simon-calder-and-the-independent/episodes/august-25th-cabin-air-quality-whats-the-problem-and-the-solu


Tech Spec

alan.byron@screenbound.co.uk / michael@ryanmpr.com

Aspect: 1.78:1
Audio: English Stereo

Run time: 2x55’ or 1x106’

Written and Directed by 

Tristan Loraine & Sandra Skibsted
Produced by 

Tristan Loraine
© Fact Not Fiction Films ltd.


